
An Overview of the 2015 
General Plan Guidelines Updates

Utilizing OPR’s website and resources, the LARC 
has created this document to help inform of the 
changes and updates included in the new General 
Plan Guidelines.
The Guidelines have not been updated since 2003, 
and there are multiple new factors affecting 
planning that have arisen since— particularly with 
climate change. 

The General Plan is acts as a guide for decision-makers to serve the ever-changing needs of 
California’s communities. The State requires each city and county to adopt a general plan to express its 
vision within land use, circulation, environmental, economic, and social goals, as well as policies related 
to future growth. OPR tracks subsequent General Plan implementation through annual progress reports 
from counties and cities.
The Guidelines act as a resource for how to draft a general plan, and the 2015 edition has been 
significantly changed. Let’s take a look at the main updates that will need to be considered:

As of 2015, more than half of local jurisdictions have general plans that are over 15 years 
old. (CalOPR ARCCA Presentation)

Why update the General Plan?

The General Plan needs to be consistent with all other plans, including area, specific, airport land use, 
local coastal, local hazard mitigation, and climate adaptation plans. 
There are also multiple new laws and requirements that affect general planning, including SB 375: 
Sustainable Community Strategies, SB 5: Flood Management, SB 743: Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT), SB 
244: Island / Fringe Communities, AB 52: Tribal Consultation, AB 2140: Local Hazard Mitigation Plans, 
etc. 

General Plan Layout 
A General Plan starts with the Community Vision, which identifies and considers accomplishments and 
challenges, both in the past and future. While there are required elements, there is no required structure. 
Below is a suggested format: 

GENERAL PLAN

1. COMMUNITY IDENTIFIED VALUES 2. THEMATIC

3. CHALLENGES & GOALS
=

Element 1: How Element 1 will support 
values
Element 2: How Element 2 will support 
values

Theme 1: Policies to support Theme 1 
throughout elements
Theme 2: Policies to support Theme 2 
throughout elements

Challenge 1: Policies to overcome 
challenge 1 and achieve goals 
across elements
Challenge 2: Policies to overcome 
challenge 2 and achieve goals 
across elements

>

OTHER INNOVATIVE MODEL

>

>



OPR’s Vision for the Update
OPR will be updating the GPG Policy Document, their website, and will debuting their new online data 
mapping tool.

Chapters 1 & 2: Introduction & Vision
State planning priorities, how to use the plan

Chapter 3: Public Engagement & Outreach
New chapter for effective participation planning, 
demographic considerations, tools and resources

Chapter 4: Required Elements
New considerations for land use, circulation, 
housing, conservation & open space, safety, 
noise, air quality

Chapter 5: Healthy Communities
Expanded discussion on healthy food systems, 
relationship to other elements

Chapter 6: Social Equity, Environmental 
Justice, & Community Resilience
Potential mitigation strategies, breakdown of 
forms of equity

Chapter 7: Economic Development
Partnerships, examples of issues in planning

Chapter 8: Climate Change
New chapter linking tools and data resources, 
considerations for different localities

Chapter 9: Implementation

Chapter 10: CEQA
Updated to reflect current statute and practice

What’s New? 
• Tables with suggested data to consider and 

its source
• New compendiums on infill, renewable 

energy, and agricultural land conservation
• Direct links to sample Plans and resources
• Connections to other elements
• Chapter on public engagement and outreach 

Next Steps 
OPR is currently seeking public comment, working on integrating comments and edits, and are continuing 
to improve the online mapping tool and website. You can download the public draft of the General Plan 
Guidelines at www.opr.ca.gov/s_generalplanguidelines.php
The deadline for public comment is December 18, 2015.

Using the LARC’s Framework as a Resource 
The LARC is currently crafting our Framework for Regional Climate Action & Sustainability, which is a 
practical and place-based resource to support effective climate action in the Los Angeles region. The 
Framework synthesizes the most current research, state policies, and potential actions to help practitioners 
make appropriate choices and investments. It will cover energy, transportation and land use, water, public 
health, ocean & coastal resources, emergency services, forestry, biodiversity, and habitat, and waste 
management. 
We see the Framework as a valuable tool to help inform the updates for our region’s General Plans, 
especially in identifying policies, challenges, and goals.
The Framework is currently in draft, and will be available online Summer 2016. 

Upcoming Workshops 
Los Angeles
November 30, 2015 | 9:30am-2pm
San Bernardino
December 1, 2015 | 9:30am-2pm
San Diego
December 2, 2015 | 9:30am-2pm

To register for workshops or learn more about the General 
Plan Guideline Updates, please visit www.opr.ca.gov

To learn more about the Los Angeles Regional Collaborative, 
please visit LARegionalCollaborative.com

All General Plan Guideline Update information courtesy of CalOPR & ARCCA, 2015. 


