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Eric Strauss, Ph.D. 
Dr. Eric Strauss serves as President’s Professor of Biology at Loyola Marymount 
University and Executive Director of CURes. With collaborative research specialties 
in animal behavior, endangered species management, urban ecosystems and 
science education, Eric has extended the model for faculty scholarship by co-
founding the Urban Ecology Institute in Boston while he served as a faculty member 
at Boston College and CURes in LA, both of which provide educational, research and 
restoration programs to underserved neighborhoods and their residents. In 
addition, Dr. Strauss is the Founding Editor of a web-based peer-reviewed journal, 
Cities and the Environment, which is funded in part by the USDA Forest Service. His 
research includes collaborative long term studies of coyotes, White tailed deer, 
crows, turtles and other vertebrates, with a specialty in understanding wildlife in 
urban areas and the appropriate management responses to wildlife problems and 
zoonotic disease. His work also includes investigating the role of green space and 
urban forests in supporting of healthy neighborhoods and how those features can 
be used to improve science education and restorative justice. He has co-written 
multi-media textbooks in biology and urban ecology as well as hosting multiple 
video series on the life sciences and ecology. Dr. Strauss received his BS in Mass 
Communication from Emerson College and Ph.D. in Biology from Tufts University in 
1990. 
 
Krista Kline 
Krista Kline is the Managing Director of the Los Angeles Regional Collaborative 
for Climate Action and Sustainability (aka “LARC”). The LARC, which is housed 
at UCLA’s Institute of the Environment, brings together leadership from 
government, the business community, academia, labor, and environmental and 
community groups to encourage greater regional coordination on climate change 
mitigation and adaptation throughout Los Angeles County. The LARC emphasizes 
the use of research and data to influencing local, regional, and statewide policies 
around energy efficiency, water conservation, the reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions, and action on climate change. Previously, Krista handled land use, green 
building, and LA River issues for the Mayor of Los Angeles.  
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David Nahai 
David Nahai is the President of David Nahai Consulting Services, LLC, which advises 
public and private entities in the renewable energy, energy efficiency and water 
sectors.  He is also a partner at the law firm of Lewis, Brisbois, Bisgaard & Smith 
and co-chair of its energy, water, and real estate practice areas.  He is also the 
former Commission President and General Manager of the Los Angeles Department 
of Water and Power (LADWP). Mr. Nahai’s administration expanded LADWP’s 
renewable portfolio to 15% and paved the way for its attainment of the 20% level.  
Under David Nahai’s watch, the LADWP achieved multi-fold increases in energy 
efficiency levels, as well as record reductions in water consumption in Los Angeles.  
Mr. Nahai is also the former Chair of the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control 
Board, where he served in the administrations of 3 California governors.  He sits on 
the Boards of the California League of Conservation Voters, Heal the Bay, the Los 
Angeles Cleantech Incubator, LAANE and the UCLA Luskin Center for Innovation.  
Mr. Nahai has also served as a Senior Advisor to the Clinton Climate Initiative.   
 
Mark Greninger 
Mark Greninger is the Geographic Information Officer of the County of Los Angeles.  
He graduated from Stanford University in 1996 with a degree in Environmental 
Geology, but quickly became passionate about GIS and has been in the field since 
then.  He began his work at the Environmental Protection Agency in San Francisco.  
After building a GIS system for the EPA, he moved to the County, where he now 
oversees the deployment and effective use of geography for the County’s 100,000 
employees and 10 million residents. 
 
Michele Romolini, Ph.D. 
Michele Romolini is a social science fellow with the Loyola Marymount University 
Center for Urban Resilience and the U.S. Forest Service. She does her work on 
urban environmental stewardship, studying how community groups and 
organizations work together towards sustainable cities. Dr. Romolini received her 
Ph.D. in Natural Resources from the University of Vermont, her master’s in Urban 
Environments and her B.A. in Biology from the University of Pennsylvania. She has 
worked for non-profits and conducted research in Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Seattle, and now, Los Angeles. 
 
Juliette Hart, Ph.D. 
Dr. Juliette Finzi Hart is the Marine & Climate Science Specialist at USC Sea Grant 
and is a Research Assistant Professor at USC in the Marine Environmental Biology 
program within Biological Sciences.  Dr. Hart's work focuses on climate change - 
from the perspective of both the natural and the built environment. She is currently 
exploring how innovative forms of technology, such as virtual reality and 
gamification, can be utilized to encourage behavior change and inspire climate 
action. Her research interests also include coastal marine policy, regional ocean 
governance, and sustainable ecotourism. In addition to her work at USC, Juliette is 
the Founder of Thalassa Research & Consulting, LLC, which provides marine and 
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climate services to private sector enterprises. Dr. Hart received her doctorate from 
USC in Ocean Sciences in 2007, along with a Graduate Certificate in Environmental 
Sciences, Policy and Engineering: Sustainable Cities in  2002.  In 2006, she was a 
Knauss Marine Policy Fellow in Washington, D.C., where she worked at the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's National Ocean Service. Prior to that she 
received a B.A. from Columbia University in Art History. 
 
Nick Franchino, GISP, AICP 
Mr. Franchino has worked in GIS for almost 20 years and is the GIS Manager for 
the Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning.  He has experience in 
many facets of GIS and planning and has worked on aerial imagery projects since 
1998; serving as Project Manager for the LARIAC Program from 2006 to 2010. As 
part of his current responsibilities, he serves as the Outreach Manager for the LAR-
IAC4 Project and manages all aspects of GIS for the Department of Regional 
Planning.  There he supervises a team that supports approximately 120 planners 
with their GIS, mapping and data analysis needs. Mr. Franchino is a Certified 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Professional (GISP).  In addition to his 
specialized knowledge and experience in GIS and aerial imagery projects, Mr. 
Franchino is a practicing urban and regional planner and a member of the American 
Institute of Certified Planners (AICP). 
 
Randy Britt, LEED AP 
Mr. Randolph (Randy) Britt is the Director of Sustainability for Parsons Environment 
& Infrastructure Group, leading sustainability strategies and initiatives and 
overseeing energy sustainability for projects in the United States and the Middle 
East and Africa (MEA) region.  He is a Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design Accredited Professional (LEED AP) with extensive experience developing and 
managing projects in the sustainability areas of energy conservation, water use 
maximization, energy-efficient building design, and renewable energy.  Randy is a 
leader in the emerging practice of Climate Adaptation and Resiliency Planning and 
Project Development, and is currently working with the USGBC-LA chapter, UCLA, 
the USGS, and other leading Los Angeles stakeholders to develop a comprehensive 
Climate Adaptation and Resilience plan for the Los Angeles basin. Randy is chair of 
the Construction Management Association of America’s Sustainability Committee, 
which is responsible for developing and implementing the organization’s 
sustainability initiatives, including Climate Adaptation and Resiliency Planning and 
Project Development. He recently served on the board of the Los Angeles Chapter 
of the US Green Building Council, and Randy is also the chair of the Parsons 
Sustainability Working Group.  
 
Sonali Tambe 
Sonali Tambe is a GIS Analyst at the City of Hermosa Beach for last 7 years. She 
started Hermosa’s GIS system from the ground up. Prior to that she started GIS at 
the City of Rancho Palos Verdes where she worked as a consultant. Sonali is a Penn 
State’s GIS program alumni and earned her bachelor’s degree from Cal State Long 
Beach. 


